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Revitalising the commemorations 
 
 
Organising and developing remembrance tourism 
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1. The Front: Central itinerary, Arras to Ypres. 
 
2. Eastern itinerary: the mobile war and the German  occupation 
 
 
3. Western itinerary: the coast, rear headquarters 
 
4. Itinerary of the Reconstruction 
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“A nation without memory is a nation without a futu re” Leon Blum 

  
 

Its geographic location and its human development mean that for centuries the Nord-Pas de Calais 
region has been one of Western Europe’s major prizes and thus a battlefield. The 20th century’s two 
world wars have had a profound impact on the landscape, population and collective memory.  
 
For some time the Nord-Pas de Calais Region has been carrying out an enormous civic remembrance 
operation aimed at honouring the sacrifices of the lost generations and emphasising what was gained 
in terms of peace, liberty and fraternity. Its approach has been neither backward-looking nor nostalgic. 
Instead it demonstrates the importance the Regional Council and its partners place on the world of 
today.  
 
The Regional Assembly charged a working group, made up of elected officials of all political 
persuasions and chaired by Mr. Dominique Riquet, Mayor of Valenciennes and a specialist in the 
history of the Great War, with the task of developing and implementing a multi-annual programme of 
cultural, educational and tourism actions relating to the history and remembrance of the 20th century’s 
wars.  
This programme is aimed at the entire population of the Region. It draws on everyone – authorities, 
associations, researchers – who are already active in the field.  
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The Nord-Pas de Calais Regional Council is committed on several levels: 
 
- Promoting the sites that testify to the two world w ars throughout the Nord-Pas de Calais 

region 
 
- Revitalising the civic commemorations  
 
 
The latter mission has been assigned to a scientific committee chaired by Yves Le Maner, director of 
La Coupole, which is the History and Remembrance Centre of the Nord-Pas de Calais region.  
�

���)��������$��!����

�
�����������)��������$��!����

�
�����������)��������$��!����

�
�����������)��������$��!����

�
�������� ����
 
Fewer and fewer of the people who fought in the Great War are still with us. At the same time the civic 
commemorations around the war memorials have often lost their underlying meaning even if, in many 



communities, the commitment of the elected officials and teachers has enabled a new approach, 
making it possible to bring the different generations together around a living and shared homage.  
Initiatives will be proposed, in partnership with the Department of Education and patriotic associations, 
to give the ceremonies their character of civic unity.  
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There is a revival in remembrance tourism today, with new interest from young generations who want 
to understand the tragic events of the past. The English-speaking countries provide us with a 
remarkable model: In the countless military necropolises that mark the Nord-Pas de Calais landscape, 
we meet men and women of all ages, from the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 
other countries, who have come to pay their respects to a dead relative.  
 
After a year’s investigation, the scientific committee produced an inventory of the remembrance sites.  
A natural outcome of this investigation was a photographic report produced by Sébastien Jarry. An 
awareness exhibition, “Traces de la Grande Guerre en Nord-Pas de Calais” (Traces of the Great War 
in Nord-Pas de Calais) was created and is travelling round the towns in our region.  
 
 
The Nord-Pas de Calais Region gave Yves Le Maner, s upported by the science 
council, responsibility for developing four “Chemin s de Mémoire de la Grande 
Guerre” ( Great War Remembrance Trails ). 
These will be put in place by the regional (CRT, Co mité régional de tourisme: 
Regional Committee on Tourism ), departmental (CDT, Comité départemental de 
tourisme: Departmental Committee on Tourism ) and local (OT, Office de 
Tourisme: Tourism Office ) tourism organisations.  
A similar remembrance operation will be undertaken in 2008 on the 39-45 war. 
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1. The Front: Central itinerary, Arras to Ypres. 
2. Eastern itinerary: the mobile war and the German  occupation. 
3. Western itinerary: the coast, rear headquarters.   
4. Itinerary of the Reconstruction. 

 
 
 
1. The Front: Central itinerary, ARRAS to YPRES  
 
 
This first itinerary, which has a regional, nationa l and international focus, follows the trail of 
the front’s horrendous scar, from Arras to Ypres in  Belgium. This trail is lined by hundreds of 
necropolises, including symbolic sites marking the memory of the people caught up in the 
industrial war’s carnage: Notre-Dame-de-Lorette, Vi my, the founding place of the Canadian 
nation, etc.  
The itinerary consists of a central spine on which local loops are grafted, which hikers and 
cyclists can follow at their own pace. In this way people can discover the topography of the 
battlefields and the Commonwealth garden-cemeteries  established in places that are once 
again peaceful.  
 
1.1. Around Arras: the Southern Sector (Bapaume-Cam brai)  
 
Ernst Jünger’s Storm of Steel provides a remarkable testimony on this sector of the front. 
 
- ARRAS (Pas-de-Calais) 

- The Town Hall with its belfry, rebuilt as an exact replica, and the squares. 
 - Wellington Quarry  

- Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery and Arras Memorial  
 

- AYETTE (Pas-de-Calais) 
Ayette Indian and Chinese Cemetery.   

 
- BULLECOURT (Pas-de-Calais) 
Australian Monument.   



 
- HÉBUTERNE (Pas-de-Calais) 
Between Hébuterne and Puisieux there is a string of  small cemeteries from the British front in 
the 1 st July 1916 offensive  
 
- GOMMECOURT (Pas-de-Calais) 
Gommecourt British Cemetery  

 
- GRÉVILLERS (Pas-de-Calais) 
British Cemetery and New Zealand Memorial.  
 
- WARLENCOURT-EAUCOURT (Pas-de-Calais) 
Warlencourt British Cemetery  
 
- LOUVERVAL (Nord)  
British Memorial of the Battle of Cambrai  

 
- FLESQUIÈRES (Nord) 

- Panorama of Flesquières ridge, dominating the “Hindenburg Line”.  
- German blockhouse, serving as an observation tower.  
- The British cemeteries of Flesquières Hill and Orival Wood (where the poet Ewart Alan 
Mackintosh is buried). 
 

- CAMBRAI (Nord) 
Cambrai East Military Cemetery: German, British, Russian and Romanian graves. French, German 
and British monuments. 

 
- HÉNINEL (Pas-de-Calais) 
Several remains, fairly well preserved, of the “Hindenburg Line”.  
 
- VIS-EN-ARTOIS (Pas-de-Calais) 
British cemetery and the Vis-en-Artois Memorial 
 
- MONCHY-LE-PREUX (Pas-de-Calais) 

- British 37th Division Monument.  
- Newfoundlanders’ Monument  

 
 
1.2. Around Arras: the Northern Sector (Lorette-Vim y) 
 
Un hiver à Souchez (One Winter in Souchez), by Jean Galtier-Boissière, is a remarkable evocation of 
the first period of the trench war in Artois.  
 
- SAINT-LAURENT-BLANGY (Pas-de-Calais) 
 - British necropolis of Road East/West Cemeteries. 

- German necropolis 
 - 9th Scottish Division Memorial.  
 
- MONT-SAINT-ÉLOI (Pas-de-Calais) 

- Ruins of the Abbey’s towers, a French observatory during the battles of Artois  
- French cemetery. 

 
- NEUVILLE-SAINT-VAAST  (Pas-de-Calais) 

- the “Torch of Peace” in the hamlet of La Targette 
- British military cemetery , with two Hindu-style memorials 
- French military cemetery  
- German military cemetery in the hamlet of Mason B lanche: The largest in France, with 
36,792 graves and two ossuaries  
- Memorial to the Nazdar Company and Czechoslovakian cemetery.  
- Polish monument. 



- Lichfield Crater 
- Saint-Laurent Church: the stained glass windows of this Reconstruction building pay homage 
to the foreign soldiers 

 
- SOUCHEZ (Pas-de-Calais)  

- “Cabaret Rouge” British cemetery and memorial  
- Zouave Valley Military Cemetery    
- Monument to General Barbot, commander of the Alpine Division.  

 
- ABLAIN-SAINT-NAZAIRE  (Pas-de-Calais) 

- National military cemetery of Notre-Dame-de-Lorette . 
One of the largest French military necropolises: 20,000 individual graves, 22,970 unidentified 
bodies buried in ossuaries 
- The Lantern Tower: more than 6,000 soldiers are buried under its floor.  
- The Basilica 
- Statue of General Maistre  
- Ruins of the parish church of Ablain-Saint-Nazaire  

  
- AIX-NOULETTE (Pas-de-Calais) 
Monument dedicated to Lieutenant J. Defrasse 
 
- VIMY (Pas-de-Calais) 
Canadian commemorative park and memorial 

  
- THÉLUS (Pas-de-Calais) 
Zivy Crater 
 
 
1.3. From Artois to Flanders  
 
- LOOS-EN-GOHELLE (Pas-de-Calais)  
Loos Memorial  and Dud Corner Cemetery   
 
- RICHEBOURG-L’AVOUÉ (Pas-de-Calais) 

- Neuve-Chapelle Memorial : Indian memorial 
- Portuguese cemetery of Richebourg-l’Avoué–Neuve-Cha pelle  
- Monuments to the dead: recumbent figure of a “Poilu” (an ordinary French soldier in WW1)  
- Le Touret Memorial 
 

- AUBERS (Nord) 
Numerous remains of German fortifications from the “Hindenburg Line” 
 
- FROMELLES (Nord)   
Australian Memorial Park ; V.C. Corner Australian Cemetery 
 
- FLEURBAIX (Pas-de-Calais) 
Le Trou Aid Post cemetery  
  



 
2. Eastern itinerary: the mobile war and the German  occupation  
 
  
This second itinerary evokes two aspects of the Gre at War that are often unknown or not well 
known: 
· The mobile war phases which, in the summer of 1914 and in 1918, swept through the part 

of the Nord department between Cambrai and Maubeuge .  
 
· A particularly brutal first German occupation which  has left amazing architectural 

testimonies in the towns – and in Lille and its sur roundings in particular.  
 
- MAUBEUGE (Nord) 

- Assevent military cemetery: French, British, Belgian, Russian, Romanian and German 
graves.  
- Fort de Leveau (Feignies): constructed by Seré de Rivière for the defence of the stronghold 
of Maubeuge 

 
- LE CATEAU (Nord) 
The Communal and Military cemeteries 
 
- ANNŒULLIN (Nord) 
German military cemetery: grave of the British pilot Albert Ball.  
 
- CAUDRY (Nord) 
Monument to the dead 
 
- COMINES (Nord) 
German funerary monument to the Great War in the town cemetery 
 
- WERVICQ-SUD (Nord)  
Monument to the German dead in the garden of the Nu rsing Home where Corporal Adolf Hitler 
was treated in October 1915 after a poison gas atta ck.  
 
- LE QUESNOY (Nord) 
New Zealand Memorial 
 
- ORS (Nord)  
Communal cemetery: grave of the British poet Wilfre d Owen  
 
- LILLE (Nord) 

- Monument to the Fusillés Lillois (people executed by firing squad in Lille)  
- Monument to the young Léon Trulin (Avenue du Peuple Belge) 
- Monument to Louise de Bettignies (Boulevard Carnot, rue des Canonniers) 
- Monument to the carrier pigeons (avenue de la Citadelle). 
- Monument to the victims of the La Poudrière explosion. 
- Monument to the dead 

 
- ROUBAIX (Nord) 
Plaque (near the former post office): Motte’s response, in the name of the industrialists, to the 
Kommandantur of the steps.  
 
- SECLIN (Nord) 
Fort de Seclin: constructed by Seré de Rivière, part of the string of fortifications built round Lille in the 
19th century.  
 
 



 
3. Western itinerary: the Coast, rear headquarters  
 
 
This third itinerary goes from Montreuil-sur-mer to  Cap Blanc Nez. It recalls the important role 
played by the coastal area, behind the Allied Front , as the British General Headquarters, and 
the cemeteries linked to the main hospitals where t he people wounded at the front were cared 
for. Etaples is, for example, the largest British m ilitary cemetery in the entire world.  
 
- MONTREUIL (Pas-de-Calais) 
Statue of Field Marshall Haig on horseback and Château de Beaurepaire, Marshall Haig’s residence 
during the Great War.  
 
- ÉTAPLES (Pas-de-Calais)  
The largest British military cemetery in the world (10,769 graves)  
  
- SAINT-ÉTIENNE-AU-MONT (Pas-de-Calais) 
Small cemetery: contains the graves of Chinese labourers and Commonwealth soldiers  
 
- BOULOGNE-SUR-MER (Pas-de-Calais) 
Boulogne Eastern Cemetery  
 
- SAINT-MARTIN-BOULOGNE 
Meerut Military Cemetery: graves of Hindu soldiers 
 
- WIMEREUX (Pas-de-Calais) 
Communal cemetery: grave of Canadian Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae, author of the poem In 
Flanders Fields  
 
- WIMILLE (Pas-de-Calais) 
Terlincthun British Cemetery   
 
- CAP BLANC-NEZ (Pas-de-Calais) 
Dover Patrol Obelisk 
 



 
4. Itinerary of the Reconstruction  
 
 
The fourth and final itinerary highlights the formi dable collective effort that enabled the 
population of the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region to rebu ild their towns, their villages, their 
factories, and their infrastructures.  
 
- CAMBRAI (Nord) 
Chamber of Commerce, Place de la République 
 
- BAPAUME (Pas-de-Calais) 
Town Hall 
 
- ARRAS (Pas-de-Calais) 
The Town Hall with its belfry, rebuilt as an exact replica, and the squares. 
 
- LENS (Pas-de-Calais) 
The station in the form of a locomotive 
 
- BÉTHUNE (Pas-de-Calais) 
The Grand Place  and the impressive new neo-Flemish town hall 
 
- VIEILLE-CHAPELLE (Pas-de-Calais) 
Church 

 
- MÉTEREN (Nord) 
Town rebuilt in a neo-Flemish style 
 
- BAILLEUL (Nord) 
Example of a town almost completely destroyed in 1918 and rebuilt after the war in 
neo-Flemish style: Town Hall, Grand’ Place, monument to the dead    
 
- STEENWERCK (Nord) 
Church and monument to the dead 

 
- ARMENTIÈRES (Nord) 
Town Hall, Saint-Vaast Church and the Motte-Cordonnier malt-house/brewery 

 
 
Monuments to the dead 
- LILLE (Nord)  - ROUBAIX (Nord) - TOURCOING (Nord) 
  



After the implementation of the “Chemins de Mémoire de la Grande Guerre”, a second programme will 
enable the discovery and setting up of a network concerning the heritage from the Second World War.  
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· The first map shows the Great War military cemeteries in the Nord-Pas de Calais region.  
· The second retraces the four Remembrance Trails put in place 
· And the last map shows, in detail, the trail dedicated to the front, between Arras and Ypres. 
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A logo was specially created to ensure the coherence and visibility of the project over the entire 
region.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The square shape  reinforces and supports the lightness of the flowers. 
 
“Blue horizon”:  This shade recalls the French soldiers’ uniform during the Great War.   
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The Cornflower, the Poppy and the Alpine Forget-me-not, are the commemorative symbols of the 
victims of the First World War in France, the United Kingdom and Germany.  
 
This emphasises the homage paid to the victims of the war. 
  
The combination of the three flowers reflects the European dimension that the Regional Council 
wishes to give to the “Remembrance Trails” project.  
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Regional steering committee for the remembrance operation 

 
 
Mr. Dominique RIQUET, Regional Councillor – Steering Committee Chairperson 

 

Mr. Daniel PERCHERON, President of the Regional Council 

Mrs. Catherine GENISSON, Vice-President of the Regional Council, in charge of Cultural Issues 

Mrs. Corinne DONNAINT, President of the Culture Commission 

 

Mrs. Régine SPLINGARD, Regional Councillor – President of the Regional Committee on Tourism 

 

Mr. Philippe BERNARD, Regional Councillor 

Mr. Daniel BOYS, Regional Councillor 

Mr. Frédéric LETURQUE, Regional Councillor 

Mr. Dominique PLANCKE, Regional Councillor 

Mr. Philippe RAPENEAU, Regional Councillor 

Mr. Eric RENAUD, Regional Councillor 
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Mr. Yves LE MANER , Director of La Coupole, the History and Remembrance Centre of the Nord-Pas 
de Calais region, Council Chairperson 
 
 
Mr. Yann HODICQ, Corresponding Member of the Pas-de-Calais History and Archaeology 
Commission 
 
Mr. Alain JACQUES , Director of the Archaeological Department of the Town of Arras 
 
Mr. Richard KLEIN , Professor of Lille School of Architecture 
 
Mr. Bertrand LECOMTE , Professor of History, President of the association “L’Alloeu, Terre de 
batailles 1914-1918” 
 
Mr. Ivan PACHEKA , Assistant Heritage Curator at the Pas-de-Calais Departmental Archives 
 
Mr. Didier PARIS , Professor of History 
 
Mrs. Claudine WALLART , Head Heritage Curator at the Nord Departmental Archives 
 
Mr. Patrick WINTREBERT , Curator of Antiquities and Works of Art at the Pas-de-Calais Departmental 
Archives 
 








